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SPECTRA

Identification of Suspected Severe Asthma Patients in Primary Care



This is a Donated Service Programme funded by AstraZeneca & 
developed in collaboration with NHS England & Improvement 
(NHSE&I) and the Accelerated Access Collaborative (AAC)

• Donated Goods and Services (DOGS), are goods or services which are donated by AstraZeneca intended 

to improve an NHS service (capability, capacity, speed or quality of care) to enhance patient care

• DOGS  are and must always be non-promotional and must not be linked to promotion of a medicine.

• DOGS are available to NHS Healthcare Organisation’s (HCO) throughout the UK

This service programme has been developed as a resource to support primary care; 

AstraZeneca do  not support implementation of the tool for example review patients



PURPOSE OF SPECTRA

SPECTRA primary care clinical system resources have been developed to help identify adults with 

potential severe asthma, optimise and where required, refer them to severe asthma centres.

This is a Donated Service Programme funded by AstraZeneca & developed in 

collaboration with NHS England & Improvement (NHSE&I) and the 
Accelerated Access Collaborative (AAC)



SPECTRA

Primary Care Clinical System 

Resources Hosted on:

www.suspected-severe-asthma.co.uk
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SPECTRA: PRIMARY CARE CLINICAL SYSTEM RESOURCES

Downloadable searches 

EMIS Web and SystmOne

• No external software,  pre-created downloadable searches

• Searches once imported, integrate within the clinical system

• Searches visible & accessible on all clinicians desktops 

• Easy to access patient lists for review 

• Searches can be re-run at any time 

• Searches deployed via Vision+ for Vision sites 



SEARCH RATIONALE

1.Chung et al. International ERS/ATS guidelines on definition, evaluation and treatment of severe asthma. Eur Respir J 2014; 43: 343–373Available from: https://erj.ersjournals.com/content/43/2/343 [Last 
Accessed: November 2021]
2.Bloom, C.I., Cabrera, C., Arnetorp, S. et al. Asthma-Related Health Outcomes Associated with Short-Acting Beta-2 Agonist Inhaler Use: An Observational UK Study as Part of the SABINA Global Program. 
Adv Ther 37 2020, 4190–4208. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1007/s12325-020-01444-5 [Last Accessed: November  2021]
3.Crowther L, Pearson M, Faruqi S, Xu Y, Morris T, Crooks M. “The Sentinel Project: experience-based co-design of an implementation-ready intervention to improve adult asthma care in primary care”. 10th 
IPCRG World Conference, May 2021.
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SPECTRA: PRIMARY CARE CLINICAL SYSTEM RESOURCES

• EMIS Web: downloadable and importable  

• SystmOne: instructions guide available on creating the alert 

• Vision: deployed through Vision+

ALERTS: appear to prompt 

a review of the patient  

record for a suspected 

serve asthma patient 

(same rationale as 

searches) 

Example Alert : EMIS Web
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SPECTRA: PRIMARY CARE CLINICAL SYSTEM RESOURCES

Developed in consultation with the AAC

Coded file that pulls through key data and medication in one 

document for onward referral 

Can be used to conduct a review of the patient record

Can be edited, updated and saved into the patient record 

Downable file for EMIS Web, 

SystmOne and Vision 



REFERRAL EXTRACT TEMPLATE



REFERRAL EXTRACT TEMPLATE



REFERRAL EXTRACT TEMPLATE



SPECTRA: REPORTING
12

Downloadable baseline & follow-up PDF reports 

• Practice, PCN/Cluster, CCG/HSCP/UHB

Dashboard Reporting across:

• PCNs / Clusters 

• CCGs / HSCPs / UHBs

• ICS

• AHSNs 

• SACs 

Powerful reporting to measure the 

impact of the review and referral

process across healthcare 

organisations

PCNs –Primary Care Network, CCG – Clinical Commissioning Group, HSCPs – Health and Social Partnership, LCG – Local Commissioning Group, UHB – University Health Board, 
Integrated Care Systems, AHSN – Academic Science Network, SAC – Severe Asthma Centre



SPECTRA

Reporting 



SPECTRA – DATA PROCESSING

SPECTRA involves no processing of patients’ identifiable data 

The number of patients (counts) are returned for each search run on clinical systems:

Only files in the above format are uploaded to generate reports 



HCO’s create reports by uploading the search file within www.suspected-severe-asthma.co.uk

• Patient numbers between 1 and 7 are suppressed, aligned to NHS Digital's approach to suppression of small patient 
counts

• AstraZeneca do not have any access to any individual practice level data
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PRACTICE REPORTS

‘Search Numbers’ within the report 

correlate to the searches within the 

clinical system (eg.1d)

Page 6 from Practice Report



PCN & CLUSTER REPORTS

Benchmarking across participating 

practices  

Reporting across the HCO and ability 

to focus into individual practice needs

Page 9 from PCN/Cluster Report



CCG, HSCP & UHB REPORT

Benchmarking across participating PCN/Clusters

Page 9 from CCG/HSCP/UHB Report



• PCNs/Clusters - downloadable practice 
and PCN/cluster reports

• CCG/HSCP/UHBs – downloadable CCG, 
HSCP or UHB reports 

• ICS - downloadable CCG reports

• AHSNs - downloadable CCG reports 

• Severe Asthma Centres 

• downloadable CCG/HSCP/UHB reports 

• Quantifies potential number of referrals 
from aligned HCOs 

ACCESSING REPORTS 
Example Table View for a PCN



HCO DASHBOARD OVERVIEW – TRACKING IMPLEMENTATION

Example shows collated and summarised 

data across the assigned HCOs



Reporting can be used in a number of ways

• Pre-planning to create a baseline report that informs of 

• Capacity and resource needs

• In which practices or areas to start the project

• Benchmarking

• Live projects

• Progress tracking 

• Benchmarking 

• Sharing of best practice 

• Case-studies 

USING THE REPORTING



ACCESSING THE RIGHT LEVEL OF REPORTING

Registration Form at  https://suspected-severe-asthma.co.uk/hcp-registration/

determines level of access and reporting views for the HCO

AHSNs, ICS and SACs must request relevant CCGs for data views 

https://suspected-severe-asthma.co.uk/hcp-registration/


ACCESSING SPECTRA

To access SPECTRA clinical system resources and reporting for your Healthcare Organisation 
(HCO) register on www.suspected-severe-asthma.co.uk (registrants need to be authorised on 
behalf of HCO)

For further information email support@suspected-severe-asthma.co.uk or call the SPECTRA 
Support Team on 01332 546 909

This is a Donated Service Programme funded by AstraZeneca & developed in collaboration with 
NHS England & Improvement (NHSE&I) and the Accelerated Access Collaborative (AAC) delivered 

by Oberoi Consulting

http://www.suspected-severe-asthma.co.uk/
mailto:support@suspected-severe-asthma.co.uk

